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The State of Evidence-Based

Literacy Instruction

The growing recognition and adoption
of the science of reading and
Structured Literacy across the United
States represent significant progress
toward equitable literacy education.

However, for students from linguistically

diverse backgrounds, there is more to
the solution.

While Structured Literacy is effective
for linguistically diverse students like
Multilingual Learners, English variety
speakers, and students who may
have dyslexia, educators also need
to understand second-language
acquisition research to build upon
their students’ existing literacy and
language skKills.

Opportunities in Professional
Development

« Enhanced integration: Combining
Structured Literacy with Second
Language Acquisition better
supports educators in language-
diverse classrooms.

Inclusion at the core: Recognizing
and integrating diverse student
needs as a central element of
Structured Literacy opens the door to
making education inclusive for

all learners.

Curriculum alignment: Infusing
professional development with
content that aligns with existing
curricula enhances the impact and
relevance of educator learning.

Improved accessibility: Addressing
time and budget constraints
broadens access to professional
development, bringing valuable
learning opportunities within reach
for more educators.

Diverse instruction: Adapting literacy
instruction to mirror the diversity

of backgrounds and experiences

in today’s classrooms is critical for
improving outcomes for all students.



OL&LA
(Online Language and Literacy Academy)

Leading the Movement in Truly Equitable Structured
Literacy Education

Say hello to OL&LA, an asynchronous and CORE Learning’s nationally

online course that gives today’s acclaimed Teaching Reading
educators the tools they need to Sourcebook. This Structured

unlock the full potential of every Literacy course is specifically tailored
student. OL&LA personalizes for educators in language-diverse
professional learning for literacy classrooms that include Multilingual
by integrating evidence-based Learners, English variety speakers,

reading instruction, second-language and students with dyslexia.
acquisition research,

Empowering educators

OL&LA empowers educators with the knowledge and sKkills to:

- Deliver standards-aligned and evidence-based reading instruction for all
students, including Multilingual Learners, English variety speakers, and
students with dyslexia

- Articulate the research on reading instruction and second language acquisition,
then link research to practice

- Understand how to use informal diagnostic measures of phonological
awareness, decoding, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension as a basis for
instructional decisions



https://www.corelearn.com/science-of-reading/
https://www.corelearn.com/science-of-reading/
https://www.corelearn.com/teaching-reading-sourcebook-third-edition/
https://www.corelearn.com/teaching-reading-sourcebook-third-edition/

How OL&LA does it — “Structured

Literacy &”

« Comprehensive research-driven

content: Educators improve their
knowledge and skills so that every
student’s needs are recognized
throughout the learning journey.

This is achieved through OL&LA's
“Structured Literacy &” approach—the
‘& represents Structured Literacy
and Second Language Acquisition.
This is our solution to equitable
literacy instruction, which is centered
on a meticulously crafted scope and
sequence that distills evidence-
based research in second-language
acquisition and literacy development
paired with reading assignments
from CORE Learning’s acclaimed
Teaching Reading Sourcebook.

« Enhanced professional learning
with Al: Al-driven classroom
simulations empower educators to
enhance their teaching methods and
seamlessly integrate evidence-based
reading instruction and second-
language acquisition instructional
practices into their lessons,
fostering rapid and effective
professional growth.

« Transformation of classroom
practice: Instructional practices
tailored for linguistically diverse
settings are more than just
classroom aids; they're the building
blocks of teacher success.


https://www.corelearn.com/teaching-reading-sourcebook-third-edition/

OL&LA Course Modules

OL&LA takes educators through an 18-week asynchronous online course with
nine modules rooted in the principles of Structured Literacy. Each module
focuses on the practical application of evidence-based reading and second-
language acquisition research in language-diverse classrooms.

Key Texts and Resources

The Teaching Reading Sourcebook
includes a research-informed
knowledge base and practical
lesson models aligned to the
scientific evidence of effective
instructional practices.




MODULE 1
Welcome

« Description: Introduces the OL&LA program and sets the stage for a
transformative learning experience in Structured Literacy

« Relevance: Establishes a foundation for understanding the unique needs of
language-diverse classrooms and how OL&LA aligns with these requirements

MODULE 2

Big Picture: Spoken Language, Reading,
and Word Structure

« Description: Explores the relationship
between spoken language, reading
development, and word structure, which
are crucial for comprehensive literacy
instructional practices

« Relevance: Essential for educators
working to help students grasp the
fundamentals of literacy in language-
diverse classrooms




MODULE 3

Effective Instruction: Language and
Early Literacy

« Description: Focuses on instructional
practices for effective language and
early literacy with an emphasis on
intervention techniques

+ Relevance: Equips educators in
language-diverse classrooms with
the skills to address early literacy
challenges, which is crucial in

environments with diverse
linguistic backgrounds

MODULE 4
Phonics, Decoding, and Irregular Words

« Description: Delves into teaching phonics, decoding skKills, and irregular words

« Relevance: Particularly useful in classrooms with diverse linguistic backgrounds
where students may have varied phonetic and linguistic foundations



MODULE 5

Multisyllabic Words, Spelling,
and Fluency

- Description: Addresses advanced
literacy concepts, including teaching
multisyllabic word decoding, spelling,
and fluency development

« Relevance: Supports educators
in language-diverse classrooms in
developing the advanced literacy
skills that are essential for students’
long-term academic success

MODULE 6
Vocabulary: Spoken and Written Language

« Description: Covers techniques for teaching vocabulary in both spoken and
written forms while highlighting context and comprehension

« Relevance: Aids teachers in language-diverse classrooms in enhancing
vocabulary instruction, which is a key component in supporting
Multilingual Learners



MODULE 7
Syntax: The Structure of Language and Writing

« Description: Examines the role of syntax in understanding language
structure and its impact on reading comprehension and writing skKills

« Relevance: Empowers educators in language-diverse classrooms to
teach complex language structures and enhance students’ reading and
writing abilities

MODULE 8
Comprehension: Language and Reading

« Description: Focuses on instructional practices to improve reading
comprehension by integrating language skills with comprehension
monitoring and text structure

+ Relevance: Critical for educators in language-diverse classrooms to develop
students’ comprehensive reading skills, especially in environments rich in
linguistic diversity



MODULE 9

Assessing Reading

« Description: Provides insight
into various methods and tools
for effectively assessing reading
skills and progress

+ Relevance: Enables educators
in language-diverse classrooms
to conduct meaningful
assessments that guide
literacy instruction tailored
to individual student needs

Format Options

OL&LA is available in several format options to meet your preferred learning
style and schedule, including:

« Fully asynchronous and self-paced

« Asynchronous cohort with three CORE Learning facilitator-led virtual
live sessions

« Asynchronous cohort led by in-district leaders who have completed the
OL&LA Cohort Leader (OCL) Certification course




Peek Inside OL&LA

Get a firsthand look at the layout and content of
OL&LA’'s nine modules

PLAY T

What Can Educators Expect?

‘I thought this course was well laid out and very practical. | love the discussions,
the videos, the classwork, and the books. | think it will greatly impact my teaching,

especially with the assessments. ... The [Teaching Reading] Sourcebook gave me

many strategies on what to do after I've assessed the child.”

—-Intervention Teacher, Lake Elsinore Unified School District, California



https://vimeo.com/928875008?share=copy

Participant Outcomes

At the end of the course, participants will be able to:

- Understand the factors that contribute to and affect reading comprehension,
including the influence of oral language development.

- |Identify and use techniques to support oral and academic language
development for linguistically diverse students, including Multilingual Learners,
English variety speakers, and students with dyslexia.

- |Identify best practices and explicit methods to develop phonemic awareness,
phonics, irregular and multisyllabic word knowledge, fluency, vocabulary,
comprehension, and literary and informational text knowledge.

- Explore the structure of English and other language systems, including Spanish.
- Identify the five essential components of evidence-based reading instruction.

- Understand the definition of dyslexia, common signs of dyslexia by grade level,
and evidence-based instructional practices and accommodations to meet the
educational needs of students with dyslexia.

- Learn how to use informal diagnostic measures of phonological awareness,
decoding, fluency vocabulary, and comprehension as a basis for
instructional decisions.



What’s Next? Achieving Success for
Educators and Their Students

Request a consultation to learn more With OL&LA, we’re not just
about OL&LA, or contact us to sign addressing the need for equitable
up for the new course. literacy instruction; we’re fulfilling it.

CONTACT:

|,
N INFoeCORELARNCOM @ CORELEARN.COM


https://www.corelearn.com/ol-la-interest-form/
https://www.corelearn.com/ol-la-interest-form/

