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to Distance Learning 
Shared by Dr. Anita Archer in a conversation with Pivot Learning’s Dr. Monica Ng and Dr. Carrie Thomas Beck

Partner responses help build comprehension by providing students with word reading difficulties more 
opportunities to respond and to use language. When we teach remotely, students can benefit from engagement 
with virtual partners to discuss lessons. 

Here are two ways the use of virtual partners can work:

Idea #1:
1. First, ask a question.

2. Unmute one set of partners.

3. Call on partner 1 to answer.

4. If partner 1 needs help, she can ask for help from partner 2.

5. Have partner 2 repeat the answer.

Idea #2:
1. Have students read something silently.

2. Ask a question.

3. Unmute one set of partners.

4. Ask partner 2 to answer the question.

5.  Then ask partner 1 if they agree or disagree with the answer
partner 2 gave.

Watch Anita Archer talk about these adaptations. 
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