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Stop the Stall with The Third Quest: 

Effective Reading Intervention for 

Adolescents at Tiers 2 & 3
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Webinar Tips

Close all 

programs 

& browsers to 

maximize 

bandwidth

Exit & re-enter 

the webinar if you 

experience an 

audio or video lag

Use the Questions 

feature for 

technical 

assistance (and to 

ask a question!)

The recording, 

slide deck & 

certificate will 

be sent by email 

tomorrow
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Meet Your Presenter

Marilyn Sprick

Lead Author  

The Third Quest 

and Read Well K-2

Marilyn Sprick and Ann Watanabe
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What You Will Learn

• Lessons from a High School Drop Out

• Can’t Do, Won’t Do?

• The Problem 

• Motivating Adolescents Who Are Disengaged and Discouraged

• Comprehensive Intervention

Poll • Meeting you!

Research and Students

and a Solution
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Lessons from Marcos

Why did you drop 

out?

Did the school do 

anything to help you 

resolve your reading 

problem?

Did the teacher have 

you read out loud?

Lessons from Marcos

Audio
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Lessons from Marcos

What did it take to get 

good grades?

Why did it take so long 

for you to get your work 

done?

Do you remember what 

it was like learning 

to read?

Audio
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Poll

For students like Marcos, we tend to 

think he won’t do the work.

What do you think?

Won’t do ... 

Can’t do ...

Can’t sustain?
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How many other 

students are like 

Marcos?

The Problem
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NAEP Reading Assessment • 8th Grade 

NAEP. (2019). NAEP Report Card: 2019 NAEP Reading Assessment.
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NAEP Basic • 8th Grade

Students are able to:

Locate and identify main idea statements, 

theme, or author’s purpose

Make simple inferences from texts. 

Interpret the meaning of a word used in text

State judgments and give some support about 

content 

Below Basic

Students have difficulty:

Locating and identifying 

stated main ideas, themes, 

or author’s purpose

Making simple inferences

Determining the meaning of 

a word in context

Making a judgement and 

giving supporting evidence
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It isn’t just our adolescents.

• 14% of the adult population 

30 million adults (16 to 65)

• 70% of the prison population

Read below a basic level.

NCES. (2003). National Assessment of Adult Literacy, Adults With Below 

Basic Prose Literacy

Below Basic (14%)

No more than the most simple and 

concrete literacy skills

Basic (29%)

Can perform simple and everyday 

literacy activities

Intermediate (44%)

Can perform moderately challenging 

literacy activities

Proficient (13%)

Can perform complex and 

challenging literacy activities

CAN’T
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Data Source: Hasbrouck and Tindal, 2005 

The 6th Grade Stall
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Hana • Fully Fluent

Ocean Harvest

Many different organisms live in the salty water of the world’s 

oceans, and one of the most useful and nutritious is seaweed. There are 

thousands of species of seaweed that grow in different shapes and 

colors. Seaweed grows in small bunches or in vast underwater forests 

and attaches itself to objects or to the ocean floor. Seaweed absorbs 

nutrients from water, and, like other plants, it makes its own food. Also, 

like other plants, it needs sunshine to produce its food, so it grows 

mainly in shallow water. A single plant can be very short or as long as 

three hundred feet.
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Anna • Before The Third Quest

Ocean Harvest

Many different organisms live in the salty water of the world’s 

oceans, and one of the most useful and nutritious is seaweed. There are 

thousands of species of seaweed that grow in different shapes and 

colors. Seaweed grows in small bunches or in vast underwater forests 

and attaches itself to objects or to the ocean floor. Seaweed absorbs 

nutrients from water, and, like other plants, it makes its own food. Also, 

like other plants, it needs sunshine to produce its food, so it grows 

mainly in shallow water. A single plant can be very short or as long as 

three hundred feet.
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Poll

Is Anna’s reading likely to improve 

without intervention?

Is Anna likely to be successful in 

college?

Likely

Unlikely

Likely

Unlikely
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Anna • After The Third Quest

Ocean Harvest

Many different organisms live in the salty water of the world’s 

oceans, and one of the most useful and nutritious is seaweed. There are 

thousands of species of seaweed that grow in different shapes and 

colors. Seaweed grows in small bunches or in vast underwater forests 

and attaches itself to objects or to the ocean floor. Seaweed absorbs 

nutrients from water, and, like other plants, it makes its own food. Also, 

like other plants, it needs sunshine to produce its food, so it grows 

mainly in shallow water. A single plant can be very short or as long as 

three hundred feet.
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Anna

Anna

Hana

Anna • In Control
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Hawaii Middle School • Intervention Students
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Average gain: 26 wcpm

Expected avg growth rate for
time in program: 10.4 wcpm*

*Fuchs and Fuchs, 1993; Hasbrouck and Tindal, 2006

*Fuchs and Fuchs, 1993; Hasbrouck and Tindal, 2006

75 days to complete

• 60 + minutes 

• 2–3 days/week

90  days

•

Like Hanna • Fully fluent
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Why is fluency important?

4th grade public school students 

• Advanced: 160 wcpm

• Proficient: 142 wcpm

• Basic: 123 wcpm
__________________________________________________________________

Below basic

• High, Below Basic: 108 wcpm

• Medium, Below Basic: 95 wcpm

• Low, Below Basic: 71 wcpm
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Pacific NW Middle School • 6th Grade Intervention

Small Group Intervention
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Pacific NW Middle School • 6th Grade Sped Students
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Chat Box

What is the biggest challenge 

teachers face when working 

with adolescent struggling 

readers?
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Eager and Enthusiastic 
My students come in and know exactly what to do. They are so excited to see how 

the adventure unfolds.

––Laura Bertolucci: Special Ed Teacher,  6th-8th Grade, MT 

The Third Quest moved the dial for our at-risk students. We knew we found something 

special when students signed up voluntarily for a second term.

—Jodi Dodd, MTSS Coordinator, Greater Albany Public Schools, OR

Engaged
We have some students who have been in different reading programs for the past two years. 

They have been disengaged and discouraged ... This year, even with the hardship of a 

hybrid schedule, they have engaged in this program and cannot put the reader down.

They do not like having to stop each day and beg to be able to read ahead.

--Bonnie Fenwick, Secondary Literacy Coach, VA

-
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COMPREHENSIVE INTERVENTION Research-based
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Active Engagement

Motivation

Content Knowledge

Word Recognition

Vocabulary

Fluency
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COMPREHENSION

Content Knowledge

Vaughn, 2008
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Motivation
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Motivation
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Student Materials
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Word Study

Systematically 

Rebuild

Foundational 

Reading Skills
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Building Automaticity

Video
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Building Automaticty
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Vocabulary
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Comprehension

Video
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Spontaneous use of strategies • Iridium
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Comprehension

50% Fiction

50% Informational

Read Well’s Duet Format • 
Engaging Decodable Text
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Building Fluency

Repeated readings and 

strategies for improving:

• Accuracy

• Prosody

• Rate
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This all started with a senior who is in my government econ class 

and reading the text was so difficult. And he brought it up. He just 

said, “I can’t read.” And from there we got this ball rolling. 

And he’s now in senior class and has received one of the 

certificates for most improved. He has actually gained 94 wcpm

since August until now. 

So, the motivation for these students, they’re older students. They 

know. I’m graduating high school or I’m in the 10th grade.

A young lady approached me who was in my US history class last 

year. And she said, “Please, I know it’s late, but I really want in.” I 

let her in. So, the students talk among themselves—like, this works, 

and they are approaching me about next year. Once word gets 

around that this is working, people are very, very interested. 

A High School Hero 

Shirley Edmonson
Special Education Teacher
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It’s the best feeling ever. 

5th Grade through High School

Entry Level • 3rd to 5th GL
ORF Scores of 60 to 130 wcpm

on a 6th Grade Passage

thethirdquest.com

Partnering with CORE to provide training 

and follow up support
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Have Questions? 

Want to Implement 

The Third Quest in 2021-22? 

Schedule a Consultation
thethirdquest.com/web-meeting/

Ensure Effective Implementation of The Third Quest with 

Support from CORE 

Training and job-embedded professional learning that helps educators build 

pedagogical knowledge and master the program routines and practices
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Support Strong Tier I Reading Instruction and 

Accelerate Reading Growth for All Students

• 7–10 week online course that teaches foundational skills and 

instructional practices based on the science of reading

• Learn to understand and recognize dyslexia and its warning signs
• Learn the structure of the English and Spanish language system

• Includes the Teaching Reading Sourcebook and Assessing Reading: 

Multiple Measures textbooks
• Next sessions begin June 3 and July 15

• Available for graduate credit

www.corelearn.com/online-elementary-reading-academy
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Questions?

Get in Touch with CORE!

info@corelearn.com
888.249.6155

Consortium on Reaching Excellence in Education                           @COREInc


